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From Your Intern Minister . . .

As | write, I'm still getting caught up from my time in Chicago &8
Meadville Lombard Theological School. | feel blessed in that | W
able to take Unitarian Universalist History from Rev. David Bum- i
baugh, author of Unitarian Universalism: A Narrative History. It is
illuminating to get a better grasp of who and what forces shaped
Unitarian Universalism that we practice today. Having largely de
oped out of opposition to the prevailing religious climate, ours has
always been a reactionary movement. As Unitarian Universalism enters its 5th decade,

. L . . . HU SV Board of Trustees
after centuries of Unitarian and Universalist development, we need to think about what _
. . o o . . . Heidi Blozan,President669-7435
our mission is as a religious community in an increasingly secular world. What is theayid Brown 2428544
value of defining ourselves as a congregation, rather than choosing, as so many doYitela Goebekkllis 6866325

L S Mamie Hilliard 7799511
n I)ll
seek "individual spirituality? Scott Shaw 298710

. Mary Soyenova 668854
Are we able to offer something that the Red Cross, the ACLU, a good book club:@sf stone 6696129

a friendship circle does not? While we might have goals that coincide with many ottrerory Underwood 669869
organizations, | believe we are unique in that we organize for the strengthening of tR&"" Wilson-Secretans6s0214
individual, the family, the community, and the world all at the same time. Religious sally Beth Shorentern Minister
institutions are perhaps the most holistic groups there are, given that we focus on the  (Office Hours: TT 1€2)

. . o . ev. Dick StennetMinister Emeritus
trees and the forest. It also means that sometimes it is difficult to feel like we are mak-
ing much progress, as goals can be difficult to quantify. What is it that has drawn yolim Carillon, Treasurer628-1320

into this Unitarian Universalist community, and what does it offer that helps recreateéi?gafggg‘ézggﬁi‘;";‘:;?m2303773
the world? | challenge you to spend some time thinking about this, and about what you (Office Hours: TT 162)

both bring to this community and would like to see it accomplish in the future. You a$gard meeting: Tuesday 16 February, 6
blessed in that you have a lot to work with [dera community of nearly 150 members p.m.

and friends, a great church building, activities and ways to serve, structures for commu-

nication. What do you think will be the next step in the history of your congregationend Newsletter Information to
Norm Kowal, Editor
With Love normankowal@bellsouth.net

Newsletter Deadline: Tuesday 23 February,
8 Sa”y Beth 10 a.m., covering March 2010
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF THE SWANNANOA VALLEY

Board Notes . . .

Dear Members and Friends of UUCSV, j \ g *

| appreciate the honor to serve as board chair this year. Of course it is a responsibility too but feels H
like an honor. While on a 10 day family vacation | read the greater part of a book about volunteer boards. « t«% * Vf

although | was away | was thinking about UUCSYV in this way. David Brown took the helm at our January
Board meeting. | felt confident in leaving because you have a great team of competent people on your board?
had a vacation and they had an effective board meeting.

It was also great to return home and have Sally Beth back in the pulpit the same week. We have 11
months to be nurtured and cared for by Sally Beth as our intern minister. | look forward to her upcoming ser-
mons and will savor them.

As you know from previous newsletters, the board has been thinking about the next transition and how to
smoothly flow though that time. At the December board meeting we asked Ursula @8lébetschair a task
force to help the board assess the ministerial needs and wants of this congregation. This task force has created
a survey, much like the one that was used several years ago. The purpose of the survey is to find out what the
current congregation wants. It will come to you via your email account and will be easy to fill out. Those peo-
ple without email will be able to fill it out too. We are using an online service to do the survey and tabulate the
results. Therefore the board will be able to share the results quickly and easily. Please, please, please, mem-
bers and friends, participate in this survey! This will give the board a clear picture of what the next step is for
having our ministerial needs met. The opportunity will be available for a limited amount of time so if you
would like to direct the path of UUCSYV fill out the survey promptly. There will be no way of accepting late
surveys. We plan to have the survey available to you very shortly after you receive this newsletter. This may
be the only time our snow birds hear this message. We want your input even though you are away from us
right now. Please everyone, fill out the survey. As much as | have said please fill out the survey, thank you in
advance for every one that comes in!

Since | have been on the board (this is my third year) | am aware of how committed UUCSV has been to
paying our Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) and Thomas Jefferson District (TJD) dues. Our mem-
bers receive the UU World magazine as one of the benefits of paying dues. | am currently in conversation with
our TJD executive, Annette Marquis. She will come visit us and help us navigate through the upcoming transi-
tion. In part because of the demonstrated commitment to the UUA and TJD we have lots of support and re-
sources to gracefully make this transition.

Yours,

o Heidi Blozan

New Member: Su Lebund

Suchittra Temesrisuk Lebund was born in Bangkok, Thailand (The Land of Smile). Su landed
in Boston in 1983 and moved to Asheville a little less than a year after. She has been here for 27
years. She found UU while she was living in San Francisco in 2007. She moved back to Asheville
for the love of North Carolina mountains, people and it's culture. She said, "Mountain is her
home". She likes the outdoors, especially hiking. Hiking for her is way to find peace and harmony
with herself and surrounding lives on earth.

She believes in one world and that we are all connected by the supreme power of universal
love and goodness. She is Buddhist and she is Christian. She doesn't think that she has to choose
one to another as long as there is compassion, love, respect, and fairness.
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF THE SWANNANOA VALLEY

Sunday Programming

Sunday, 7 February 2010, 11 a.m.

A Time for Love

Sally Beth Shore '

Coming soon is Valentine's Day, a secular holida
celebrating personal love. It is all too easy to forget th:
whether romantic or friendly or familial, relationships d
better if we put effort into them. If we start today, we h
a week to think about how we could this day appreciat
and deepen our relationships with those we cherish th _
most.

Sunday, 14 February 2010, 11 a.m.
Lincoln's Dilemma - and Ours

Deborah Miles

Did Lincoln sign the Emancipation Proclamation for reasons of equality
to preserve the United States? 150 Years later the question is still discussed te)lnd

Sunday, 28 February2010, 11 a.m.
Heaven Is IN the Top of a Tree
Will Blozan

When asked for the title of his message, Will Blozan
submitted several titles which themselves describe the
journey he will share: AHangi

revel ations, and insights frc¢
ACI i mbing the Giants: New per
the Eastds larc~~* ** gF~s0 ani
iTraversing the treetops arch
of course, the one chose@ n is
tree. o Will will take wus cl i mb

spectacular photos on our big UUCSV screen, includi
ones from the top of a 311' Giant Sequioaperch that
will get oneds philosoph
even in a photo!

sacre

Will Blozan grew up in Maryland, majored in Environmental Studies with a
fBcus on forestry and environmental education at Warren Wilson College, and has

een a practicing arborist for 24 year

still weighs on our own lived experience in 2010. In 2009, the Center for Diveﬁ_as been a passionate tdienber for all but two years of his life. That life now

sity Education displayed "Forever Free: Lincoln's Journey to Emancipation” a}t
Pack Memorial Library. Over 3,000 students and community members viewed |

exhibit and left many impressions on volunteers and staff of the Center. This’&alk
will explore some of the conversations that the staff had with viewers along wit?n

the central contentions of the nationally traveling exhibit. "Forever Free" will
return to WNC in Henderson County in July, 2010.

ncludes his wonderful family weknown to us, spouse Heidi and children Aven
%ora. Will is President of the Eastern Native Tree Society and of his business,
palachian Arborists, Inc.

Sunday, 7 March 2010, 11 a.m.

Deborah Miles received her BA from Hendrix College in Conway, Arkansas ) -
in 1975. She founded the Center for Diversity Education at the Jewish ComnfdPOlishing the Death Penalty: Faithbased Opposition

nity Center in 1995. The Center, now located at UNC Asheville, works with o

Yebv. Jeff Jones

20,000 students and citizens each year to celebrate and teach diversity in order to
foster conversation and respect among cultures. Deborah is a recipient, along wittMany Unitarian Universalists have called for abolishing the death penalty.
Monroe Gilmour, of the Nancy Susan Reynolds Award for Race Relations giat what in our faith tradition leads to such a decision? Not every UU will agree

by the Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation.

Sunday, 21 February 2010, 11 a.m.
Building the Dream
Sally Beth Shore, Susan Culler, and the Dream Team

Today we highlight the work of Habitat for Humanity and UUCSV's en-

with him, but be warnedJeff speaks with conviction for a position that affirms
for him the very core of his religious faith.

Rev. Jeff Jones served the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Fredericks-
burg (Virginia) for nine years (20009) and is currently a futime student at the
University of Mary Washington immersing himself in a personal passion: Spanish
language, culture, and history. He is appreciative of the opportunity to speak
about another passion: his opposition to the death penalty.

gagement with the 2010 Building on the Dream Interfaith House. Being con-
structed in honor of the legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, we'll look at how
our participation helps make his dream a reality. We will be joined by Betsy
Warren, Asheville Habitat for Humanity's Faith Community Relations Manager
and the Llama family, who will move into the house in May.
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF THE SWANNANOA VALLEY

Religious Education Corner

Our UU values at work. What does this mean?
Children and youth seem to inherently know

this
a recent circle time (which we do almost every

and dondt often
Sunday before classes begin), we were sharing
joys and concerns after we lit our chalice.
One of our youth expressed sorrow and com-
passion towards the earthquake survivors in
Haiti. The children then took a vote to give
all of the offertory money they had collected
so far this year to make a donation to UUSC
(Unitarian Universalist Service Committee) to
go to Haiti. We donated a total of $31.00.
Then, just this past week, two other children
made the decision to donate a twenty dollar
bill they had found on their street to start

off our offertory collections for this semes-
ter. They could have made the choice to go
buy toys, rent some movies, or buy ice cream
for themselves. But instead they knew that
there are many in need in our world and the
money was donated to our collection instead.
We have amazing children and youth in this
congregation, a reflection of all of us. Be
proud!

Religious Education Classes

Our preschoolers continue to learn about fa-
mous UUs, and always take time to light their
classroom chalice and share their joys and
concerns. Our youngest UUs (under twos)
playing with
preschoolers, and some of our youth who help

have fun
out. The K-3 class stories have included
Stone Soup, Fannie in the Kitchen (Fannie
Farmer and making griddle cakes after-
wards!), and One Candle all related to our
0 We
Ma r i a 0 san@@hioiken Sunaay will finish

principle of Hel p
this unit focusing on our third principle. The
Grades 4-7 class has been learning about con-
flict resolution, the United Nations, and

James Reeb. They will next begin focusing on
the Civil Rights movement, love and equality,
and making sculptures. Our Coming of Age
group has been exploring After Death Beliefs
and

preparing an

E

they believe. Next they will explore their
beliefs about God and faith and will interview

n eSally Beth@ndlheir mergarsi Fhdyehave de- At

cided on some service projects to work on and
will be active with those activities in the next

few months.

Coming of Age Fundraisers

Okay, folks, ready for another fun evening of
community giving and sharing? See elsewhere
in this newsletter a flyer detailing our CHILL

AT THE UU dinner and movie night on Satur-
day, February 6 . We
you this time with live performances, but you

wondt be
will be entertained by two great movies that

the children and youth selected. You can also
plan to partake of a yummy array of soup,

chili, bread, salad, and desserts, all for only
$5/person! Where else in town can you get
deal ? Wedl |

wich and dessert fundraisers after church

such a

services and may have a really special event
lined up for later in the spring. Stay tuned!

Boston Trip Details Falling Into Place!

All of the youth (and chaperones!) are start-

ing to get really excited about our Boston

trip! Details are starting to fall into place.

We are set to go June 11 0 16 (pray for sun so

we dondt run into
teﬂ of the scthool year for OUF tvo B%ncom%

County youth). We fly from Charlotte direct
to Boston, will visit the UUA, meet with the
director of youth ministries, participate in a
program at the UUSC in Cambridge, attend
g o}
aﬁencpor maybe part|C|pate it the' Goay Pride

services and on a
parade, visit other UU -history -related places,
go whale watching, and have some free time to
shop, go to museums or the zoo, and just have

fun being together in such a great city.

Gentle Reminder

el ev a BV OIPIEEnod Ang Young YRMENtaly iy 4 ¢

cale ”ng @dre glydhtt o Gobnst Wi t h t

tour of K'i

88

age children, anytime we have a Story for All

Ages or an intergenerational service, please
feel free to join your children up front if they

are restless. I f that
one will understand if you need to take them
out in the | obby for a f

in this together and everyone supports you as
ent.s so even if

P2
ntertaining
you can feel comfortable stepping in.

itodos

Important Dates to Remember

February 6 (Saturday): Chill at the UU dinner
and movie night COA fundraiser

als OFeb(fu?ar{)'} AIPcHllarenV&éeg IP Pakkinthg @ " d-

first part of the service; COA fundraiser
after church

(if we have any desserts left!)
February 7: RE committee meeting 9:30 a.m.

February 21 (tentative): Baby shower for
Campbell Brownfi details to follow

Stay war m. Letds hope f

he

7 Sybil Argintar, RE Coordinator
(merlasybpenny@yahoo.com, 230-3773)

ngds Chapel,
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF THE SWANNANOA VALLEY

Chill Out at the UU and Send Our Youth to

Boston!!

Soup/Chili Dinner and Movie Night Coming of Age Fundraiser
Saturday, February 6, 2010
4 p.m.¢9 p.m.

n LY ® | KAt RNBYQa YIFIGAYSSsS akKz2@gay3
6 p.m. Dinner including chili, soup, salad, bread, drinks, and dessert
T LYo { SO2YR Y2 QA §Tursetofkthd 0Sa |2 7T

CfFO1 tSENFé wlkdGSR tD

(kN

Suggested donation:
$5/person
$15/family of four or more

No reservations required!!
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Green Sanctuary

SOLS News

SOLS stands for the Sisters of Lucy Stone, our
survived the camping trip to Hot Springs in single digit weather. Two trips to the tubs, icicles hanging from
pony tailsi we are tougher than we thought! Our next activity is Feb 12th for a coffee and tea gathering.

High Tea 4:066:30pm, at UUCSV. Bring your own (china) plates and utensils, a treat to share and a favorite
tea or coffee. Tea pots are nice too, and dress to impress! Trillium, our annual Festival of Follies and Flings
wi || be on April 17th. Save your good rummage f or
pl ants and baked goods and have | ots of fun game:¢
contest will return this year. This festival will help fund the Coming of Age trip to Boston, the UU Service
Committee, other church activities and our partner church in Romania. We meet monthly on the fourth Sun-
Cathedral day, right after services, in the RE space. We hope to offer the updated, 13 week, Rise Up and Call Her
Name curriculum, sometime this year. This would be an evening class for 18 women who are interested in
Goddess Cultures around the world. Let us know if you are interested. Contact dawnwilson@aol.com.

by Bill Altork

Pillars of living wood rise from ancient fertile soil

Congregational Care

reaching the sky in a dome of green and sun.
Congregational Care, now under the Membership Committee
umbrella, is ready to assist our congregation in time of need by
providing transportation and meals for those who are facing diffi-
cult circumstances. The Monthly Coordinator for Febrtiarch

will be Kylie Fauth (5054118). If needs extend beyond those
mentioned, please discuss them with the Monthly Coordinator to
see if we might have the resources to help.

Branches reach out in offering.
leaf-like hands with open palms

giving life, receiving souls.

Rich and fluid air,

mist rising from the earth
infused by settling light . .
Friday Flingd Note Change for February!

offering life.

Februaryés Friday Fupseveythird
Friday of the month, is scheduled for 19 February at 6:30 p.m. at the church Re-
freshments (red and white) may be provided. Bring some simple food, so that we

can make a potluck supper out of it. Thi
to be played by Norm Kowal (338925), however he will be out of town during

Walk in
Breathe

become the dwelling spirit.

that time period, so someone is needed to pick up the slack. If anyone wishes to
volunteer, please let Barb Rogers, at the church, know so that she may put the info
in her weekly activity announcements. Al

Choir News

The choir has been enjoying a good number of

singers lately. Thanks for your wonderful enthusi-
Thanks to everyone who has signed up so far to help out with Room asm! We can always use a few more, and we're

Room in the Inn

in the Inn on Friday, Feb. 12th, at the Black Mt. Presbyterian Church friendly, so come join us! Our performance date is
annex. This program provides food, lodging, and transportation to home- moving to the second Sunday in February, the 14th.
less women in our community. So first rehearsal will be on February 7th at 12:20,

then again on Thursday at 7 PM. The following
performance day, the 14th, we will rehearse at
10:15 as in the past. Thank you to all singers!

For anyone who loves to cook, we still have some volunteer oppor-
tunities available. We could use some veggies or side dishes as well as
salads and breads. We also need someone who is willing to pack bag
lunches for the women. Thanks for all your help. d Annelinde Metzner

d Connie Krochmal, Social Action, Room in the Inn Coordinator
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF THE SWANNANOA VALLEY

Birthdays in February

February 7th

February 7th

February 17th
February 17th
February 19th
February 22nd
February 23rd
February 24th
February 24th
February 25th
February 27th
February 29th

If you would like your birthday posted in the church
bulletin, please fill out the form located on the table

in the foyer.

Sherrie Traub

Sue Miller

Sarah Scott

Friend Skinner
Annelies Fryberger
Jerry Pope

Will Byers

Evelyn Carter
Jeffrey Reckinger
Frohm Lutvack
Marjorie Alexander

Tom O'Connell

The UUCSV was well-represented at the annual

Welcoming Shower for Baby Campbell Brown

The Religious Education (RE) Committee invites everyone to join us for a BABY
SHOWER to welcome Campbell Brown into our congregation. Please join us on
Sunday, February 21, at 12:30 PM at UUCSV as we celebrate with David, Krista,
and Tre. Main food dishes and a celebration cake will be provided by the RE com-
mittee. Congregation members and friends are welcome to bring other food items as
well.

Campbell still needs lots of diapers and wipes. He is wearing environmentally
friendly G diapers, sold at GreenLife, French BroadoppBabies R Us and dime

at www.gdiapers.com (size med/large). If anyone would like to contribute on a con-
gregational gift for the Browns, please contact Susan Shaw or Sybil Argintar.

Dr. Martin Luther King Peace Walk on January
18, with our banner even featured on the WLOS
news coverage. At least 15 of us were there!

A Dante LaFleur Produg¢tion

Page 7
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Habitat House Rises! UUCSVers have been wonderfully active on the Habitat for Humanity's Building
On The Dream House in west Asheville. On the work day pictured thirteen of us helped and three more
supplied lunch! Working with us was the Llamas family who will live in the home with their four chil-
dren and a grandmother. They will be visiting our church in February. If you are interested in getting
involved, contact Susan Culler of our Social Action Committee;2129.

Hand in Hand

Hand in Hand is a local coalition of churches working together to hehinoeme school children.
The churches are collaborating, in much the same way as they do with the Welcome Table, to raise funds
so that local children from lonincome families can be quietly provided with some things their parents
could not afford: for example, a skirt for a girl in the choir concert, diapers for special needs children,
money for field trips for children who could not otherwise attend. Funds are also used to buy cartons of
paper for the school copy machines, graduation gowns, and yearbooks for children froolme
families, even the fee for the SAT test. One girl with limited vision was provided with a magnifying table.

In the three years since Hand in Hand started, more than $50,000 has been raised. The funds are allo-
cated to schools in the Owen District. Guidelines were established for use of the money.

Our congregation has been invited to participate in this good work. Nextdisidg event is an
Italian Feast spaghetti supper on Friday, February 5 from 5 to 7 pm at Tabernacle United Methodist
Church (adjacent to Mountain View Memorial Park). Donation is $6 for adults and $3 for children. Please
attend if you can to support this good work.

From the Editord The Last Word

Sometimes what we human beings do to each other and to the planet may get us down. At those
times it might be a good idea to take the long view: Over geological time our species will be-
come extinct, and our planet will become reconfigured by the processes of weathering and plate
tectonics, eliminating all traces of our existence. Eventually the Earth will be vaporized by the
expanding dying sun. A consolation of sériaRestaurant at the End of the Univesset.

A Dante LaFleur Produg¢tion
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