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In October we return to having children in the beginning of the worship service 

on the first Sunday of the month; occasionally we will have a complete intergenera-

tional service. This year, our older youth (Coming of Age) will be having their RE 

classes before Worship, so that they can attend the services. 

Our Unitarian Universalist tradition is different from much of Christian church 

tradition in that children are generally not included in worship. This is probably due 

to the fact that we do not have Sunday school for adults, and so children go to Reli-

gious Education classes while adults attend worship. Also, we are generally unlikely to see justification 

for making children sit still for an hour-long worship service. But welcoming children into worship can 

be challenging for us, especially if they are boisterous or their presence is disruptive. The way that we 

handle it can either heighten the worship experience or detract from it. 

However, our children need to be welcomed into the sanctuary and to know that they belong there, 

too. If it is our hope that they will continue to value Unitarian Universalism as young people and adults, 

it is important that we make space for them now and give them opportunities for participation. A few 

years ago I helped an RE class of high school seniors create a worship service. It was very challenging, in 

part because most of them had never attended one themselves! 

Your support is critical to helping our worship with children be the best it can be. Parents, you can 

prepare them by talking to them about respectful behavior in a group setting and letting them know what 

you think is and isnôt respectful to others. Also, sit near the front to be close to your child during chil-

drenôs time and gently help them focus. If you need to remove your child from the service for a few min-

utes and then try again, donôt hesitate-- parents arenôt the only ones coming and going during the service. 

If someone elseôs child seems disruptive to you, try to be patient and supportive in letting them know 

your perspective and offer to help if you can. Let parents know when you notice their children behaving 

well, too! 

Worship with our children can be one of our richest times together if we plan well and offer each 

other the grace that our faith calls us to give all people. An excellent way to assure that our children and 

families feel they belong is to get to know them outside of our worship services. This month offers many 

opportunities to do that! Please see the church calendar for details . . . 

In gratitude-- 

         ðSally Beth 

From Your Intern Minister . . . 
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Dear Friends, 

Our board meetings are going well. At our last meeting we figured out a way to approve 

and post minutes in a weekôs time. I hope this will help you to stay informed of the progress 

being made in your congregation. The board is always looking for ways to improve our effi-

ciency thus giving us more time for matters that transform our congregation and the communi-

ties we live in. 

I was nurtured and supported by the Thomas Jefferson District (TJD) last Saturday. Our 

Unitarian Universalist Association district put on a free workshop for Presidents, administrators 

and Directors of Religious Education. I was able to meet with other presidents to share and hear 

our successes and challenges. The day was well worth my effort to get there. 

At our last congregational meeting we approved a budget. This budget was not able to 

include full payment of our dues to the Thomas Jefferson District and the Unitarian Universalist 

Association. We accepted this budget knowing that we would raise the rest of the money so we 

can pay our fair share. On Saturday October 24 we will be able to accomplish our goal of rais-

ing this money! Members of our congregation took it upon themselves to organize such an 

event. Please plan to attend this Gala Gathering. The money we raise that night will not only 

allow us to pay our fair share but it also strengthens our ability to make this world a better place. 

Thank you in advance for your generous contributions. 

I am honored to be in the role of President. The board and I appreciate your support and 

guidance in carrying our mission forward. And as a reminder of our mission I am including it 

here: to create an open, active and welcoming liberal religious community that: nurtures spiritu-

ality, inspires growth and learning in search for truth, and challenges us to live our values con-

scientiously through service and example. 

Sincerely, 

       ðHeidi Blozan 

Board Notes .  .  . 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF THE SW ANNANOA VALLEY  

Drum Circle  

The UUCSV Drum Circle is official! We meet on 

the 3rd Friday of the month 

at 5:30 pm (just before the 

Friday Fling!) Bring a drum 

if you can, but there are some 

available for borrowing as 

well as other rhythm instru-

ments. 

UUCSV member Jerry Sillman, husband of Ann 

for 57 years, was remembered at a beautiful 

memorial service on September 19, here shown 

with Intern Minister Sally Beth Shore is Ann 

and her son Ed and family. A wonderful lunch 

and fellowship followed the service. 
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Sunday, 4 October 2009, 11 a.m. 

Changing the World with Ideas about the 

Brain, Creativity, and Happiness  

Sally Beth Shore 

Those of us who attended the August 

adult education series were exposed to some 

fairly unconventional ideas regarding creativ-

ity, happiness and the human brain. ñWe be-

lieve passionately in the power of ideas to change attitudes, lives, 

and ultimately, the world,ò states the website for the Technology, 

Entertainment, and Design conference, which provided the 

source material for our discussions. Those who participated in 

this fascinating discussion series will share their take on how the 

ideas they heard and shared affected them, and how we might use 

them to change our world. 

Youth in grades K-7 will begin the service in the Sanctuary 

before going to their classes. 

 

Sunday, 11 October 2009, 11 a.m. 

Where Is It Written?  

UUCSV Written Word Covenant Group 

One year ago a covenant group called The Written Word was 

formed by a dozen members and friends of UUCSV. Their goal 

was to share a love of writing, their own or that of others. Some 

were experienced writers- poets and writers of fiction or memoir. 

Others enjoyed reading good writers and sharing that work with 

the group. Others wanted a safe place to try out beginning work. 

In this program you will see how the covenant group helped 

the members grow in their love and creation of writing. Even 

more significantly, members said, as they worked together, they 

felt a new sense of trust taking place and the growth of a spiritual 

bond. 

Come hear their writings and see how a covenant group 

builds lasting bonds both for the individual and our congregation. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, 18 October 2009, 11 a.m. 

Unitarian Universalism: A Prehistory 

Sally Beth Shore 

       Do you know who Michael Servetus was? 

Or Francis David? Today you will learn about 

them and many others as we devote a service 

to the roots of Unitarian Universalism, which 

go way back-- at least as far as Christianity 

and maybe farther. You may be surprised to find that people who 

held values similar to our own have been part of the religious 

landscape for a long, long time. Could it be that perhaps we 

arenôt as unique as we think we are, and could it be that these 

ideas increasingly pervade the world? 

 

Sunday, 25 October 2009, 11 a.m. 

Remembering Those We Have Lost 

Sally Beth Shore and Phil Fryberger 

Todayôs service will be a reflective service of remembering 

those we have lost to death in the preceding year or in previous 

years. Worship Committee Chair Phil Fryberger and Intern Min-

ister Sally Beth Shore will lead this service of music, meditation, 

and sharing. Bring a photograph to place on the altar if you wish. 

 

Sunday, 1 November 2009, 11 a.m. 

Loving Yourself as Spiritual Practice 

Sally Beth Shore 

Having an ego and truly loving oneself is not the same thing. 

For some of us, seeing ourselves as lovable and worthy doesnôt 

come naturally-- in fact religious doctrine may interfere and di-

minish that ability, especially as so much of western religion cen-

ters around fear, original sin, and guilt. 

This is my one-year anniversary of being hired by UUCSV, 

and I will take this time to express gratitude, learnings, and some 

thoughts about my call to the Unitarian Universalist Ministry. 

Youth in grades K-7 will begin the service in the Sanctuary 

before going to their classes. 

Sunday Programming 
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Religious Education Classes  

We began our first week of classes on 

September 13, with fifteen children in 

attendance, including our five youth in 

the Coming of Age program. Thanks to all 

the youth and their parents for getting 

to church on time, at the earlier hour for 

the COA class. Youth have attended the 

service or helped in one of the class-

rooms as needed after their class time. 

The first week was mostly a ògetting ac-

quaintedó time. The preschool has begun 

learning about famous UUs, beginning 

with Susan Anthony. Next theyõll learn 

about Clara Barton, James Freeman 

Clarke, Dorothea Dix, and Ralph Waldo 

Emerson. The K-3 class will continue 

learning about the seven UU principles 

through stories and activities, including 

Elijahõs Angel, On the Night You Were 

Born, and Families (each person is worth-

while). The grades 4 ð 7 class will be fo-

cusing on mistakes and forgiveness (tied 

in with the Jewish New Year), will make 

chalices, and will visit the Asheville 

church. The Coming of Age class has be-

gun exploring their value systems. Thanks 

to the many dedicated teachers who are 

making this happen!  

 

Coming of Age  

Congratulations to Heidi Blozan for win-

ning our rain barrel raffle! Heidi and her 

family will make good use of that in their 

garden. We raised $51.00 from this 

fundraiser. See below for upcoming COA 

fundraisers. We have set the dates of 

June 11-16, 2010 for our Boston trip, 

which will allow us to be in Boston on a 

Sunday to attend a UU service, and we 

hope to be there for the annual Gay Pride 

parade. Extras we are exploring beyond 

our UU explorations include whale watch-

ing and a trip to Walden Pond. Stay 

tuned!  

 

Boo at the UU!!  

We had so much fun last year, weõre do-

ing it again. The RE Committee will be 

planning and sponsoring a Halloween Party 

on Friday October 30 from 6 ð 8 p.m. 

Watch for details in the weekly happen-

ings. If you can donate decorations or 

food, please let me know. Plan to join us, 

in costume of course, for a fun evening.  

 

Important Dates to Remem-

ber  

October 4: sandwiches/dessert after 

church  

October 30: Halloween Party 6 ð 8 p.m. 

November 1: sandwiches/dessert after 

church  

November 14: talent show and coffee 

house (youth plan)  

December 6: sandwiches/

dessert after church  

 

Sybil Argintar, RE Coordinator 

merlasybpenny@yahoo.com 

230-3773 

Religious Education Corner 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF THE SW ANNANOA VALLEY  

The Coming of Age program got a great kick-off with a family potluck and sash presentation 

ceremony on August 28. Pictured here with RE Director Sybil Argintar (center) and Intern Minister 

Sally Beth Shore are the big five participants, Sam Scott, Aaron Eliot-Gaines, Sarah Gilmour, 

Emily Eliot-Gaines, and Laine Everly. They will examine their own and UU values and beliefs 

during the year culminating in the writing of their personal credos and a trip to UUA offices in 

Boston next June. 


